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2013 started out with the hardy perennial of tabloids and broadsheets — immigration. There
were three aspects of the usual stories that lit the touchpaper this time: the first was the 2011
census releases showing the huge change in the complexion of London (amongst other cities);
the second was Eric Pickles’ admission that nobody had a clue about the potential extent of
inward migration from Romania and Bulgaria and the third was the increased reporting of the
links between the benefits system and migration. Underlying all the reporting was a significant
change of tack by Ed Miliband with his admission that Labour had made mistakes and his
floating of the concepts of benefits restrictions on migrants and tighter border controls. No doubt
there is also a link between this issue and the Conservatives pledge to hold a referendum on
the future of Britain in the European Union.

Concerns about immigration were often quickly conflated with racism by the Left up until very
recently, and even now the Guardian/Observer often fails to report key data releases. Polling
evidence shows that migration is a key concern of many voters, in fact there is often a harsher
stance taken by second and third generation migrants. In 2010 Demos reported that,

“More than a third (36%) of voters that Labour lost at the last election agreed that ‘Britain should
limit the number of people coming from other countries to live and work here because, on
balance, they damage our economy and society’, compared with just over one in four (28%)
voters who stayed loyal to Labour”.

The 2010 report of the Migration Observatory contained the following poll evidence:
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Attitudes toward immigration levels, 2009-2010

Charn provided by www.migrationobs ervalory.onituk

200

% of respondents
)

ox -_ A

T T T -
Increaded & bt Increased & litle Remain the same Reduced a hviks Reduied & ko

D poeui think the mumbar of ienmigramis 1o Britals nowadays should be 7

B Born in che UK respondents [l Forelgn-Bom respandents
B Al respordents

source . Lirenihig

Population of England & Wales born outside the l..l 4

H

H

1971

_Source ONS

Rise of 'white flight', by Emma Reynolds, Daily Mail 27 January 2013

Worried about immigration? Then go and live in Romania, by Marie Dhumieres, Independent
31 January 2013
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2269058/British-families-self-segregate-whites-abandon-urban-areas-countryside.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/worried-about-immigration-then-go-and-live-in-romania-8476016.html

