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vspace="4" align="left" /><p>As a new <strong>Assisted Dying Bill</strong> is tabled by
<em><strong>Lord Falconer</strong></em> and as religious bodies such as the Unitarian
Church show increasing tolerance towards assisted suicide, we ask the question, is taking one's
life ever permissible, whatever your faith? The taboo against suicide held for millennia, enforced
by sanctions against it in all the world�s major religions. Whereas most humanist and atheist
organizations favour a liberalisation of the laws, major churches and most official religious
bodies incline against it (the Catholic Church, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Lutheran faiths, Islam) or are simply vague about it.</p><p><img
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case studies from a formalisation of assisted dying being permitted in certain circumstances
when particular formalities have been met, so are these examples enough of a reassurance to
those who are holding onto the line that assisted dying should not be formalised in law and
regulated through procedure? Or do the examples from other countries merely highlight the
unnecessary unravelling of a societal norm that could lead to unwelcome consequences of a
move toward more generalised acceptance of suicide and euthanasia.</p> <p>�<img
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because of the difficulty of discussing the issue through personalised testimony, or perhaps
because it's simply not an easy matter to resolve, the issue of assisting someone ending their
life is not one that society has a clear view or majority view on. The question of autonomy and
having control over one's own decisions is definitely blurred by a legalised bureaucratic
approval process by state appointed functionaries, but how else could the autonomy of
purposeful beings be best managed when faced with end of life decisions, or is the existing
fudge the best we can hope for? </p><p><img src="images/bob-pounder.jpg" border="0"
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height="139" align="right" /> </p><p> </p><p>Like abortion, many individuals feel that they
must make up their own minds about the rightness or wrongness of such a decision. Should
these questions be left to individuals or does society have some stake in trying to dissuade
and prevent individuals from killing themselves. Shall we regard suicide in certain very specific
circumstances as not suicide at all but <em><strong>assisted dying</strong></em>? Can the
act of taking one�s life ever be an entirely individual one?</p><p> </p> <hr width="100%"
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